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NORTHWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 


Population  at  Census,  1901  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17,608 

„  Estimated  to  middle  of  1909  . .  . .  . .  . .  19,900 

Area  in  Acres  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,758 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24*2 

Death  „  „  „  „  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12*3 

„  „  from  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  . .  . .  *55 

Deaths  under  1  year,  to  1,000  Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  101 


Tlie  Urban  Distinct  and  Township  of  North wich  now  includes 
what  were  formerly  the  parishes  of  Witton-cum-Twambrooks, 
Nortliwicli,  and  Castle-Northwich,  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of 
Hartford,  Leftwich  and  Winnington,  and  its  population  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  1909  is  19,900,  an  increase  of  350  over  the 
population  of  1908.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  203. 
The  birth  rate  continues  to  be  double  the  death  rate. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  482,  giving 

a  rate  of  24*2  per  1,000.  This  is  an  increase  of  7  over  the  number 

for  the  previous  year,  and  gives  a  rate  per  thousand  of  24*2,  which 

is  the  same  as  last  year. 

«/ 

Of  these  births  248  were  males  and  234  females.  The  number  of 
illegitimate  children  born  was  19,  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  *95 
per  1,000  or  almost  4%  of  the  births. 

Supplementary  Table  I  shows  the  numbers  and  rates  for  each  of 
the  four  quarters  of  the  year. 

Deaths. — The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  245,  which  is  less 
than  that  for  the  previous  year  by  46,  the  rate  per  1,000  is  12*3, 
which  is  3*2  below  the  10  years’  average. 
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Thirteen  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  House,  and  4  in 
the  Victoria  Infirmary,  and  in  addition  to  these  there  were  25 
other  deaths  in  these  two  Institutions  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
this  district ;  these  are  credited  to  the  districts  to  which  they  belong. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  50,  from 
zymotic  diseases  14,  while  of  persons  over  65  years  old  there  were 
72  deaths. 

There  were  6  deaths  from  phthisis  and  4  from  other  tuberculous 
diseases,  13  from  cancer,  33  from  diseases  of  the  lungs,  1  from 
alcoholism,  1  from  venereal  disease,  14  from  premature  birth,  2 
from  confinement,  25  from  heart  disease,  12  from  accidents, 
1  from  suicide,  37  from  old  age,  and  the  remainder  from  various 
other  causes. 

Inquests  were  held  upon  22  deaths ;  2  of  these  were  from  burns 
and  scalds,  3  from  drowning,  3  from  falls,  1  from  strangulation 
(suicidal),  1  from  lock-jaw,  and  1  from  fainting  after  injuries, 
4  were  “found  dead  in  bed,”  the  remainder  were  from  various 
natural  causes,  such  as  heart  disease,  premature  birth,  pneumonia, 
old  age,  &c. 

Illegitimacy. — Nineteen  illegitimate  children  were  born,  and  3 
died  during  the  year ;  of  the  latter  all  were  females,  and  their  ages 
respectively  9  hours,  4  days,  and  2  months,  the  causes  of  death  being 
convulsions,  premature  birth,  and  diarrhoea;  their  mothers  were 
described  as  charwoman,  no  occupation,  and  domestic  servant. 

Consumption. — As  already  mentioned,  there  were  6  deaths  from 
consumption  of  the  lungs,  and  4  from  consumption  of  other  organs. 
Notification  is  not  in  force  beyond  the  Poor-law  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  under  which  one  notification  was 
received.  Disinfection  of  houses  is  performed  when  a  case  is 
notified,  when  a  death  is  registered,  and  whenever  requested, 
sanitary  inspection  of  houses  is  also  made  under  these  circumstances, 
and  patients  and  their  friends  given  advice  as  to  spitting,  &c. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
1  year  of  age  registered  during  the  year  was  50,  which  is  25  less 
than  that  for  1908,  and  34  less  than  the  10  years'  average.  The 
rate  per  1,000  births  is  101,  the  lowest  for  over  ten  years. 

Of  these  deaths  6  were  from  zymotic  diseases,  1  from  gastro¬ 
intestinal  catarrh,  13  from  premature  birth,  3  from  congenital 
defects,  8  from  marasmus,  1  from  venereal  disease,  6  from 
convulsions,  7  from  bronchitis,  1  from  pneumonia,  1  from  “over- 
lying,”  and  3  from  other  causes. 

There  were  no  uncertified  deaths. 
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The  reduction  of  the  infantile  mortality  to  10%  of  births  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation,  the  reasons  of  it  being  that  diarrhoea 
and  whooping  cough  have  not  been  prevalent,  and  also  I  believe  to 
the  activity  of  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children.  The  13  deaths  from  premature 
birth  are  suspicious,  and  could,  I  believe,  be  lessened  by  the 
suppression  of  all  advertisements  for  the  benefit  of  “women’s 
diseases.” 

Table  V  and  column  3  of  Table  IV,  give  details  of  ages  and 
causes  of  these  infantile  deaths.  On  receipt  of  every  infantile 
death  a  visit  is  made  by  the  Inspector  to  the  premises,  and  a  report 
of  all  the  circumstances  made  and  recorded. 


Zymotic  Diseases  and  Deaths. — The  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  164,  which  is  a 
decrease  of  46  upon  the  previous  year.  Of  these  128  Avere  scarlet 
feA7er,  16  diphtheria,  15  erysipelas,  and  1  each  enteric  and 
puerperal  fever.  It  is  noticable  that  96  of  the  cases  occur  at  the 
school  ages  between  5  and  15  years,  while  at  all  other  ages  only  61 
cases  are  shown.  The  distribution  over  the  year  Avas  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria.  Erysipelas. 

1st  Quarter  ...  5  ...  5 

2nd  ,,  ...  2  ...  1 

• )  i d  , ,  ...  1  ...  i 

4th  ,,  ...  8  ...  9 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

30 

34 

45 

19 


Enteric 

Fever. 


•  •  • 


1 


Puerperal 

Fever. 

1 


Of  the  39  cases  sent  to  hospital,  38  were  scarlet  fever  and  1 
diphtheria,  15  during  the  first  quarter,  11  during  the  second,  and 
13  during  the  third. 

The  zymotic  deaths  numbered  14 — 3  being  from  influenza,  1 
from  Avhooping  cough,  5  from  diarrhoea,  1  from  enteric  fever,  and 
4  from  scarlet  fever.  The  enteric  fever  case  was  dead  when 
notified,  and  the  report  from  Professor  Delepine  upon  the  blood 
Avas  negative.  Of  the  4  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  1  occurred  in 
the  isolation  hospital. 

Fourteen  reports  Avere  received  from  Professor  Delepine,  of 
which  3  negatived  enteric  fever,  4  negatived  diphtheria  and  7 
affirmed  it.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  gratis  to  any  necessitous  case  of 
diphtheria. 


School  Closure. — During  the  spring  an  epidemic  of  measles 
and  mumps  visited  the  district  together,  and  Avere  so  prevalent 
amongst  the  scholars  of  the  Park  Street  Infants’  and  Castle  Girls’ 
Schools,  that  they  Avere  closed  from  February  8th  and  10th 
respectively,  until  February  27th.  This  had  a  most  marked  effect 
upon  the  progress  and  seemed  to  end  the  epidemic. 
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School  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  systematically,  all  the 
schools  in  the  district  having  been  twice  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Housing  and  Overcrowding. — There  has  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  building  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  new 
houses  built  being  58.  Some  6  houses  have  been  pulled  down 
during  the  year,  and  4  others  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation. 

The  housing  question  is  one  of  the  most  urgent  of  all  sanitary 
reforms,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  grapple  with  it  for  the 
following  reasons. 

The  modern  requirements  for  new  houses  are  so  great,  that 
none  are  ever  built  which  are  let  at  less  than  4/6  to  5/6  a  w^eek. 
There  are  hundreds  of  people  with  families  who  get  at  the  most  £l 
a  week,  and  frequently  not  so  much,  and  it  is  obvious  that  they 
cannot  pay  more  than  2/6  to  3/-  a  week,  if  that.  They  are  obliged 
to  live  somewhere,  and  consequently  all  the  old  two,  three  and 
four  roomed  cottages,  which  are  usually  situated  in  courts 
and  alleys  with  common  yards  and  sanitary  conveniences,  are 
eagerly  sought  after,  because  of  their  cheaper  rent,  and  for  similar 
reasons  overcrowding  is  common. 

Frequently  tenants  from  houses  which  have  been  pulled  down, 
have  been  pursued  by  the  sanitary  authority  through  2  or  3  different 
domiciles  which  they  have  overcrowded. 

In  this  district  overcrowding  is  present,  and  one  instance  is  as 
follows :  a  family  of  6  children  of  whom  the  eldest  is  ten  years  of 
age,  together  with  their  father  and  mother,  are  now  living  in  a  3 
roomed  house,  for  which  they  pay  2/6  per  week.  The  average 
wages  of  the  man  have  been  15/-  a  week  for  very  many  months. 
What  is  to  be  done  ?  turn  them  out !  they  cannot  get  a  house  any 
bigger  because  they  can’t  pay  for  it ;  they  can’t  get  one  the  same 
size  because  none  are  vacant,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  nobody 
wants  them  as  tenants.  What  would  be  your  own  feelings,  fair 
reader,  if,  with  ample  cash  and  large  credit,  you  got  14  days  notice 
to  quit?  Then  if  you  can  try  to  realize  what  you  are  to  do,  having 
neither  credit  nor  cash,  with  6  little  children,  and  no  roof  to 
cover  you. 

There  is  something  illogical  in  the  working  of  this  “Public 
Health  Problem,”  and  some  other  remedy  must  be  found.  One 
which  would  go  far  to  mitigate  the  worst  of  the  evil  could  be 
attained  by  revising  the  bye-laws,  so  that  smaller  houses  might  be 
built,  and  the  municipal  authorities  might  be  the  bankers  for  or 
owners  of  such  property.  I  have  ventured  to  make  one  or  two 
suggestions  on  this  subject  in  my  report  to  the  Rural  District 
Council,  which  are  also  applicable  to  this  Urban  District. 
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Adoption  Acts. — The  adoption  acts  which  are  in  force  in  this 
district  are  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  the  Public 
Libraries’  Act,  the  Baths  and  Washhouses’  Act,  the  Private  Street 
Works’  Act,  1892,  and  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act  is  under  consideration.  The  Notification  of  Births’  Act  was  not 
adopted,  and  as  the  infantile  mortality  is  unquestionably  improving, 
and  as  every  child  is  attended  at  its  birth  by  either  a  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  or  a  registered  midwife,  who  are  quite 
competent  to  advise  as  to  its  welfare,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  need  for  further  interference  at  present. 

Bye-Laws  are  in  force  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings, 
Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Offensive  Trades, 
Nuisances,  Carriage  of  Filth,  the  last  having  been  adopted  only 
this  year. 

Water  Supply. — The  whole  of  the  domestic  Water  Supply  is 
from  Cote  Brook,  and  in  addition  to  this  there  is  a  trade  supply 
from  both  Castle  Wells  and  Wade  Brook. 

The  re-arrangement  of  mains  in  the  higher  part  of  the  district 
has  proved  most  beneficial,  the  houses  not  having  been  short  of 
water  once  since  the  work  was  done. 

There  are  no  complaints  as  to  action  of  lead ;  the  domestic 
water  is  hard,  but  of  great  purity. 

Six  analvses  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

Systematic  Inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  the  Inspector;  the  houses  unfit  for  habitation, 
slaughter  houses,  milk  shops,  and  dairies  particularly. 

The  report  of  the  Inspector  gives  such  an  admirable  account  of 
the  details  of  sewering,  scavenging,  food  inspection,  of  bakehouses, 
workshops  and  factories,  slaughter  houses,  and  the  work  which  has 
been  done  in  regard  to  them,  that  there  is  little  more  to  be  said. 

In  reference  to  the  sewerage  and  its  disposal,  it  remains  to  be 
said  that  no  extensions  of  the  system  were  carried  out  during  1909, 
but  that  there  is  a  portion  of  London  Road  which  is  at  present 
without  a  proper  system  of  sewers ;  this  is  to  be  included  in  a 
scheme  which  is  now  under  consideration,  and  for  which  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  treatment  of  the  sewerage  at  Winnington  and  Witton  is  on 
the  septic  tank  principle,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
with  regard  to  them. 

HENRY  EDWARD  GOUGH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  4th ,  1910. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  17,608. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,565. 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-g. 


At  Census 
of 

1901 . 


Institutions  within  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District 


Victoria  Infirmary,  Northwich 
Union  Workhouse,  Northwich 

Children’s  Hospital,  Liverpool 
Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool. 
Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool. 
Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 
Infectious  Hospital,  Leftwich. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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t-  i  ,• _ ( Northwich  Rural  and  Northwich,  Middlewich,  and  ^  Number  of  diseases  that  can ) 

Isolation  Hospital winsford  Urban  Isoiation  Hospital,  Leftwich.  Total  available  beds  35.  be  concurrently  treated ) 


(io)  TABLE  IY. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  Y. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Common  Infectious 
Diseases  : 

Small-pox . 

Chicken-pox  . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria:  Croup. 
Whooping  Cough  . .  . 


Diarrhoeal  Diseases  : 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms.. 
Enteritis  I 

(not  Tuberculous)  ..  ) 
Gastritis,  Gastro-  ) 
intestinal  Catarrh  j 

Wasting  Diseases  : 

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects  . . 

Injury  at  Birth . 

Want  of  Breast-milk 
Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 


Marasmus 


Tuberculous  Diseases  : 

Tuberculous  ] 

Meningitis . j 

Tuberculous  Peri-  1 
tonitis  :  Tabes 
Mesenterica  .... 
Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases . 

Other  Causes : 

Erysipelas . 

Syphilis . 

Pickets  . 


Meningitis  ) 

(not  Tuberculous )  ..  j 

Convulsions  . 

Bronchitis . 

Laryngitis . 

Pneumonia  . 

Suffocation,  over-  | 

laying  . J 

Other  Causes . 


11 

3 


21 


13 

3 


4 


4 

2 


28 


1 


13 

3 


6 

7 


1 

1 

3 


50 


Births  in  the  year 


Population  Estimated  to  middle  of  1909  —  19,900. 


legitimate — 463. 
illegitimate — 19. 


,,  .  ,,  f  1  legitimate  infants 

Deaths  m  the  year  of  -  .n°  ...  ,  .  c 

J  illegitimate  infants 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages— 225. 


47- 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  I.-BIRTHS,  1909. 
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13 


Factories ,  Workshops ,  Laundries ,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

2 

Written 

Notices. 

3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

28 

3 

•  • 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

149 

2 

•  • 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  premises  included 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report). 

6 

2 

•  • 

Total 

m 

00 

M 

7 

2. — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


unsuitable  or  defective 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :* 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 

i  insufficient 
fSanitary  ' 

Accommodations  j 

(  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (S.  ioi) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100). 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report). 


Total 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found. 

a 


4 

2 


35 

3 


44 


Remedied. 

3 


4 

2 


35 

3 


Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

4 


Number  of 
Prosecutions. 


44 


^Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

fFor  districts  not  in  London  state  here  whether  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the  District  Council ;  and  if  so,  what  standard  of  sufficiency  and 
suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops  has  been 
enforced. 


3.— HOMI 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 


Nature  of  Work. 


1 


Wearing  Apparel  : 

(1)  making,  &c. 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Sacks 

Furniture  and  Upholstery 
Fur  pulling 
Feather  sorting.. 

Paper  Bags  and  Boxes 
Basket  making 
Brush  making 
Stuffed  Toys 
Cables  and  Chains 
Anchors  and  Grapnels. . 

Cart  Gear 

Locks,  Latches  and  Keys 


Total 


Lists  received  from  Employers. 


Twice  in  the  year. 


Lists. 

2 


[  Outworkers 
3 


Once  in  the  year. 


Outworkers 

Lists. 

Con- 

Work- 

tractors 

men 

4 

5 

6 

15 

15 

2 

2 

3 

3 

5 

5 

3 

*  * 

3 

,  # 

28 

28 

Numbers  of 
Addresses 
of 

Outworkers 
received 
from  other 
Councils. 


7 


Numbers  < 
Addresses 
of 

Outworkei 
forwardec 
to  other 
Councils. 
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4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 
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Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 


Number. 

2 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register. 


149 


WORK. 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

of 

Outworkers 

premises. 

11 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome 
Premises,  Section  108. 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises, 
Sections  109,  no. 

Prosecutions. 

5  Instances. 

w  Notices  served. 

Prosecutions. 

£  Instances. 

M  Orders  made 

^  (Section  no). 

Prosecutions 

•CJ  (Sections 

109,  no). 

Failing  to 
keep  or 
permit 
inspection 
of  lists. 

9 

Failing 
to  send 
lists. 

10 

45 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

6 

12 

20 

15 

1 

98 

.... 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

.... 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

i 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  (S.  5) 


Number. 

2 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspector 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 


4 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  Offices, 

Northwich, 

4th  January ,  1910. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council,  Northwich. 

22nd  Annual  Report. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  22nd  Annual  Report. 

There  are  only  two  infected  houses  in  the  Council’s  district,  and 
there  are  no  cases  from  the  Urban  district  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Throughout  the  year  scarlet  fever  has  been  prevalent  in  outlying 
districts,  and  several  times  has  made  its  appearance  in  our  midst, 
but  it  has  received  a  satisfactory  check.  A  rather  serious  outbreak 
occurred  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  but  it  was  confined  to  the 
Leftwicli  district,  where  several  cases  were  found  not  to  be  properly 
isolated.  Steps  were  taken  at  once,  and  the  disease  was  checked, 
when  it  slowly  died  out. 

During  the  rest  of  the  year  isolated  cases  occurred,  entering  the 
town  from  outside  districts,  but  in  no  case  was  there  a  spread  of 
the  disease. 

A  few  more  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  this  year  than  last, 
which  I  think  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  damp  season.  The 
cases  have  proved  very  mild,  and  none  proved  fatal. 

There  was  one  notification  of  typhoid  during  the  year.  This  is 
the  second  year  this  district  has  been  free  from  this  dread  disease, 
and  in  my  opinion  goes  a  long  way  to  prove  that  the  sanitation  of 
the  town  is  satisfactory, 

Scavenging. — The  work  of  scavenging  the  town  is  now  carried 
out  under  one  contractor,  and  by  one  set  of  men.  This  is  an 
invaluable  improvement.  The  work  is  carried  out  in  a  much  more 
efficient  manner  than  it  ever  has  been.  The  trade  refuse  has  been 
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responsible  for  a  little  friction  at  times,  but  this  lias  now  disappeared. 
The  contractor  ordering  liis  men  to  remove  all  small  amounts  of 
refuse,  and  in  cases  of  large  quantities  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
is  made  between  Mr.  Tradesman  and  Mr.  Contractor. 

I  have  not  served  the  contractor  with  a  written  notice  since  the 
6th  of  June,  verbal  notices  being  complied  with  at  once. 

This  obviates  the  necessity  of  serving  any  special  notices,  and 
reduces  the  unpleasant  reports  and  complaints  that  have  been  so 
prevalent  in  the  past. 

Another  improvement  is  the  cleanly  way  the  work  is  carried 
out,  and  very  rarely  have  I  had  to  complain  of  any  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  men. 

During  the  year  the  scavengers  have  removed  about  3000  loads 
of  dry  ashes,  and  700  loads  of  excreta,  at  a  cost  of  £1,080.  This 
is  a  reduction  of  £55  on  last  year. 

Sanitary  Pails.— There  have  been  127  issued  from  the  Councirs 
stores  during  the  year.  This  is  a  slight  reduction  on  last  year,  but 
48  of  these  were  renewals,  there  were  18  more  renewals  than  last 
year.  The  cost  of  this  year’s  renewals  was  £18,  and  1650  sanitary 
pails  have  now  been  sold  by  the  Council.  Eighty  pail  closets  have 
given  place  to  water  closets. 

Demolition  of  Property. — Six  houses  have  been  demolished 
during  the  year,  as  they  were  unfit  for  habitation  through 
subsidence,  and  various  other  causes.  Six  others  have  been 
condemned,  four  of  these  are  being  remodelled  and  ventilated,  and 
the  other  two  will  be  demolished  at  an  early  date. 

I  have  served  22  legal  notices  on  property  owners  during  the 
year,  which  have  had  the  desired  effect  of  improving  the  property. 

I  have  also  written  130  letters  with  referance  to  sanitary 
improvements,  and  the  work  I  have  required  has  invariably  been 
carried  out.  I  have  made  numerous  verbal  requests  to  owners  in 
connection  with  such  matters  as  filthy  premises,  removal  of  manure 
heaps,  overcrowding,  and  slight  alteration  to  property  necessitated 
through  subsidence,  and  the  owners  have  met  my  request  by 
immediately  putting  the  work  in  hand. 

Cesspools. — Eight  cesspools  have  been  converted  into  pail 
closets  ;  these  conversions  have  been  in  the  district  where  the  water 
carriage  system  would  not  be  desirable  on  account  of  the  land 
being  liable  to  subsidence. 
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Fifty-four  cesspools  have  been  converted  into  water  closets. 
The  ashpits  being  removed  and  ashbins  substituted. 

Ashpits. — Sixteen  ashpits  have  been  reconstructed  and  covered 
in  with  proper  roofs,  and  others  repaired. 

Filthy  Premises. — These  cases  have  slightly  increased  during 
the  year,  there  being  11  as  against  5  last  year.  In  21  instances  2 
had  complaints  to  make,  but  an  improvement  was  effected  after 
my  first  visit. 

Overcrowding. — There  were  14  cases  of  overcrowding  which 
required  my  attention,  and  some  of  these  were  caused  through 
the  want  of  suitable  cottages  at  a  reasonable  rent.  I  found  two  and 
three  families  living  in  one  house,  two  families  having  been  moved 
three  times  during  the  year,  one  has  been  moved  twice.  In  both 
of  these  cases,  unemployment  has  been  the  primary  cause  of  the 
overcrowding. 


Lodging  Houses. — There  are  6  common  lodging  houses  on  the 
register.  These  have  been  visited  both  by  night  and  day  at  various 
times  during  the  year.  Four  of  these  have  been  reported  for  filthy 
bedding,  and  1  for  overcrowding.  One  was  re-registered,  and  2 
condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  owing  to  the  dilapidated  state 
of  the  walls  and  floors.  Two  houses  are  to  be  demolished  at  an 
early  date. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  11  slaughter  houses  on  the 
register.  These  have  been  visited  periodically  during  the  year ; 
1  was  abandoned;  the  floor  of  1  was  taken  up  and  relaid,  and 
the  floor  of  another  had  to  be  grouted  with  cement  through  the 
effect  of  subsidence  ;  2  were  reported  for  the  filthy  state  of  the 
floors,  walls,  and  utensils ;  the  drains  of  1  were  found  to  be 
defective,  and  this  was  taken  up  and  relaid,  and  a  new  gully  fixed 
to  the  yard;  1  was  reconstructed  on  the  most  up-to-date  principle. 

M  anure  Heaps. — These  have  given  less  trouble  during  the 
year,  only  14  written  notices,  and  4  verbal  notices  having  been 
given.  The  nuisances  were  removed  at  once,  mostly  during  the 
early  hours  of  the  morning ;  when  this  work  is  carried  out  in  the 
early  morning,  it  prevents  complaints  being  made  as  to  foul  smells 
arising  during  the  removal.  The  fishmongers  of  the  district  have 
adopted  the  suggestion  of  the  Council,  and  provided  covered  tins 
for  their  refuse  matter,  and  this  is  removed  once  or  twice  a  week 
as  necessity  arises. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  12  cow-keepers 
in  the  district.  I  have  paid  these  premises  35  visits ;  2  wanted 
lime  washing;  1  lime  washing  and  cleansing;  and  2  were  short 
of  ventilation.  This  work  was  carried  out  at  once. 

One  cow-keeper  has  removed  from  the  district,  and  the  premises 
are  being  used  for  other  purposes ;  and  in  another  case  of  removal 
the  land  is  being  used  for  building  purposes. 

There  are  14  milkshops  within  the  district,  and  15  purveyors  of 
milk  who  bring  milk  from  other  districts.  These  have  all  been 
entered  on  the  register,  and  their  premises  inspected,  and  found  to 
be  in  good  order.  Scarlet  fever  was  notified  from  1  of  the  premises 
outside  the  district,  and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  stop  milk 
being  retailed  in  the  district  from  these  premises. 

Canal  Boats. — There  are  no  canal  boats  plying  along  that  part 
of  the  river  which  is  in  the  Council’s  district.  The  boats  so  plying 
come  under  the  Merchants’  Shipping  Act.  One  boat  was  sent  to 
this  district  from  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  for  repairs,  and  this 
I  inspected  and  passed  after  the  repairs  were  carried  out. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  184  factories  and 
workshops  on  the  register.  Four  less  than  last  year.  The  decrease 
was  caused  through  the  closing  of  a  sewing  factory,  and  the 
stoppage  of  a  boat  building  yard  through  depression  of  trade,  and 
removal  from  the  district  and  depression  of  trade  was  responsible 
for  the  closing  of  2  mineral  water  factories  for  a  time. 

The  sanitary  work  started  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  in  2  of 
the  factories  has  been  completed  to  my  satisfaction.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  in  connection  with  1  of  the  iron  foundries  have 
been  repaired  and  re-arranged.  A  confectionery  shop  was 
reported  by  the  factory  inspector  as  requiring  lime- washing.  One 
bakehouse  had  to  be  removed  through  subsidence;  4  sausage 
factories  were  lime- washed  and  cleansed  by  order  of  the  Council. 
The  whole  of  the  bakehouses  have  been  visited  and  ordered  to  be 
lime-washed,  and  in  2  cases  the  floors  to  be  cleansed  and  relaid. 
Scarlet  fever  was  notified  from  the  premises  of  1  of  the  bakehouses  ; 
this  was  at  once  isolated  and  the  premises  disinfected. 

Unsound  Food.— I  make  a  weekly  inspection  of  slaughter 
houses,  butchers’  shops,  and  the  market,  for  the  purpose  of  meat 
inspection,  and  in  no  case  have  I  had  to  complain  of  the  quality  of 
the  meat.  The  fish  shops  have  also  been  visited  weekly,  and  no 
grounds  of  complaint  found. 
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Infectious  Disease. — One  hundred  and  six-four  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  were  received  made  up  as  follows ;  scarlet 
fever  128,  diphtheria  19,  erysipelas  15,  puerperal  1,  typhoid  1. 
Thirty  nine  of  these  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  at 
Leftwicli,  38  were  scarletina,  and  1  diphtheria.  One  hundred  and 
eighty-six  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year.  Several  of 
these  were  houses  where  death  from  tuberculosis  had  taken  place, 
and  by  request  of  the  relatives  I  disinfected  the  house. 

I  have  also  disinfected  the  whole  of  the  elementary  schools 
twice  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  patient  consideration  and  support  they  have  given 
me  in  helping  me  to  carry  out  the  duties  which  are  entrusted  to  me. 


I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 


CHAS.  POTTS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


